
Inspection of Deverell Hall Pre School
The Deverell Hall, London Road, Purbrook, WATERLOOVILLE, Hampshire PO7 5JU

Inspection date: 11 March 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

This small and dedicated team is completely committed to ensuring that the 
children who attend make good progress. Families are supported and respected as 
an integral part of their children's achievements and future progress. Parents 
comment on the individual attention that each staff member provides for their 
children and the community ethos that is present. Children are confident and 
independent, and are encouraged to try to do things by themselves. For instance, 
all resources are stored to provide children with the choice to build on their own 
interests. Overall, children behave well. Staff use consistent routines and 
boundaries for behaviour to help children to learn about the expectations of the 
staff team. Children who display more challenging behaviour receive consistent 
explanations to build further on their skills and increasing understanding. Staff help 
children to develop an early awareness of making good choices in the food they eat 
and ensuring that children have daily access to the outdoors for fresh air and 
exercise. Children are engaged and curious in their play. For example, they relish 
exploring with different bugs and insects and learning about their habitats. This 
helps children to learn more about nature in the world around them.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are well qualified and knowledgeable. They respect that children learn at 
different ages and stages and are sensitive to each child's capabilities when they 
set the next steps for their learning. The manager ensures that all staff 
members have regular supervisions and opportunities to discuss any concerns. 
This helps them to constantly reflect on their own practice and the learning 
opportunities they provide for children.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities, children who speak 
English as an additional language and those who receive additional funding 
make encouraging progress. Partnerships with other professionals are very 
effective and provide children with a joined-up approach towards the next steps 
for their future development.

n They key-person system works exceptionally well and helps children to quickly 
build a sense of belonging. Dedicated time each day is set aside to help staff to 
precisely plan and observe children at play. Staff track children's progress closely 
and any potential gaps are quickly acted upon. This ensures that additional help 
is put into place. The manager precisely monitors specific groups of children who 
attend the pre-school and this helps to ensure that all children do well.

n Staff support the communication and language development of children. They 
constantly ask questions and introduce new words and language. This helps 
children to increase the range of vocabulary they use in their play and learning. 
However, occasionally, staff do not provide children with enough time to express 
their own views and suggestions.
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n Overall, the manager uses the process of self-evaluation well and plans for the 
professional development of staff to help raise their knowledge and practice. She 
consistently seeks the views of the staff team, children and parents to help 
identify areas for improvement and change. The manager plans for the 
professional development of the staff to help raise their knowledge and practice. 
Recent training has helped staff to look more closely at how they plan for the 
different ages of the children who attend the pre-school. 

n Children have lots of space to explore and immerse themselves into the activities 
planned throughout their day. They enjoy role play areas, for example as they 
play together in the pretend optician's shop as they try on different glasses and 
attempt to read letters on the 'sight chart'. However, staff do not organise 
themselves effectively enough to quickly support the emerging needs or 
interests of the children, to build further on their learning. 

n Staff help children to start to use mathematics and early literacy in their play. 
Children recognise letters contained within books and stories, and persevere to 
try and write their own names on their artwork. They use wooden shapes to 
create structures and problem-solve as they count the spots on a dice and move 
their snail along the game board towards the finish line. 

n Children are developing a deep understanding of the importance of working well 
with others and increasing their understanding of how to negotiate and take 
turns. For instance, staff help children to build solutions together as they use the 
computer game to match coloured cards. Children show high levels of respect 
for themselves. They are able to effortlessly express their own emotions and 
feelings, knowing  that these are valued.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are vigilant in their role in protecting the children in their care. They are 
confident in how they would identify potential signs of abuse and the procedures 
they would use to report concerns. The manager precisely plans for the training of 
staff to help to keep their knowledge of safeguarding of children up to date. Robust 
recruitment procedures are used to ensure the suitability of staff who work directly 
with the children. Staff use good risk assessments to help to provide secure 
environments that children can explore and investigate safely.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide children with time to respond to questions, to fully support them to 
express their own ideas and suggestions

n organise staff more effectively, to ensure that the needs and emerging learning 
of the children are swiftly identified and supported.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 110367

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10128656

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person Deverell Hall Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP517922

Telephone number 023 92240645

Date of previous inspection 12 April 2016

Information about this early years setting

Deverell Hall Pre School registered in 1992. It operates from the Deverell Hall in 
Purbrook, Waterlooville. The pre-school is open during term time, from 8.45am 
until 3pm on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, and from 8.45am until 
12.15pm on Thursday. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children. There are eight members of staff; of these, 
seven have appropriate level 3 qualifications and the manager has a level 5 
qualification.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Gwendolyn Andrews
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the teaching and learning both indoors and outdoors, 
and assessed the impact this has on the development of the children. The 
inspector spoke directly to parents and took their comments into consideration. 

n Discussions were held with staff and the children at appropriate times. The 
inspector also spoke to staff about their knowledge of safeguarding and the 
procedures in place for reporting any concerns.

n The manager and the inspector completed a joint observation. The inspector 
held a leadership meeting with the manager. 

n The inspector accompanied the manager on a learning walk around the 
provision and discussed the process of evaluation, how the curriculum for 
children's learning is planned and the current areas identified for improvement. 

n A range of documentation was sampled, including suitability checks, professional 
development plans and supervision records.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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